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On July 28, President Albert Fujimori took the oath of office to begin his second term. The president
won an overwhelming victory in last April's elections, taking almost 65% of the vote. Fujimori's
inauguration took place under very tight security on the nation's independence day as well as
the president's 57th birthday. Nine heads of state attended the ceremonies, along with official
representatives from various other American, European, and Asian countries. Security forces were
out in force in the capital to prevent any terrorist attacks by the Maoist insurgent group Sendero
Luminoso, which stepped up its activities in the weeks preceding the inauguration. The oath of
office was administered by Martha Chavez, president of the newly installed Congress and the first
woman to preside over the legislature in Peru's history.
In his inaugural address, Fujimori said education, the reduction of poverty and unemployment,
increased economic growth, and continued privatizations will be priorities during his second term.
According to some independent economic studies, only 19% of the economically active population
have steady full-time jobs, meaning that up to 81% are either un- or underemployed. In addition
to unemployment, human rights could continue to be a problem for the president. Fujimori has
had running confrontations with human rights organizations, which accuse him of ignoring serious
abuses by the police and military in their fight against Sendero and the Movimiento Revolucionario
Tupac Amaru (MRTA).
The latest round of protests occurred when the president signed a controversial amnesty law
absolving the military of past abuses, including highly publicized cases such as the kidnapping and
murder of a university professor and nine students from the Enrique Guzman y Valle university,
known as La Cantuta (see NotiSur, 07/07/95). Although Fujimori continues to enjoy widespread
approval, the amnesty cost the president points on popularity polls. On July 17, the pubic opinion
firm Apoyo released results of a poll showing that Fujimori's approval rating was 68%, down from
76% in May before the amnesty was passed. Those who expressed disapproval of the administration
rose to 24%, from 17% in the earlier poll. Of those questioned, 65% said they disapprove of the
amnesty. Respondents in the same poll cited the capture of Sendero Luminoso leader Abimael
Guzman and the control of terrorism as the greatest achievements of Fujimori's first term. On the
other hand, unemployment, the conflict with Ecuador, the privatization of state enterprises, and the
president's dependence on the military were listed as the most negative aspects.
In addition, political opponents cite the amnesty law, the increased role of the secret service, and
the state of emergency and military control that have existed in almost half of the country for more
than five years as major concerns. Socialist deputy Henry Pease accuses Fujimori of imposing a
"democracy under military guardianship." Many analysts describe Fujimori's extremely close
relationship with the armed forces his principal political base as a serious problem that could
undermine democracy in Peru. Critics argue that if Fujimori is able to distance himself from the
military, it will benefit the democratic process and foster greater economic development in the
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country. Nevertheless, Fujimori's ties to the military seem unlikely to change. Despite rumors
that the president would replace the powerful head of the army, Gen. Nicolas Hermoza, Fujimori
confirmed on July 29 that no changes would be made in the military high command, "at least until
the end of the year."
Besides his support from the military, Fujimori will have a sympathetic Congress during his second
term. A few days before the inauguration, the 120 members of the new unicameral Congress were
sworn in. The president's Cambio 90-Nueva Mayoria will control the legislature with 67 seats, Union
por el Peru will have 13, and the remaining 41 seats will be divided among the weak traditional
parties and smaller political groups. Fujimori's cabinet will remain largely unchanged. For his
second term, Fujimori replaced Efrain Goldenberg, who had served as both Prime Minister and
Foreign Minister, and Labor Minister Augusto Antoniolli. The new cabinet will include: * Prime
Minister and Minister of Education: Dante Cordova Blanco * Foreign Relations: Francisco Tudela
Van Breugel Douglas * Defense: Victor Malca Villanueva * Economy: Jorge Camet Dickman *
Interior: Gen. Juan Briones Davila * Justice: Fernando Vega Santa Gadea * Health: Eduardo Yong
Motta * Agriculture: Absalon Vasques Villanueva * Labor: Sandro Fuentes Acurio * Industry,
Tourism, and Commercial Negotiations: Liliana Canale * Energy and Mines: Amado Yataco
Medina * Transportation and Communications: Juan Castilla Meza * Fishing: Jaime Sobero Tayra
* Presidency: Manuel Vara Ochoa (Sources: Inter Press Service, 07/04/95; Deutsche Press Agentur,
Associated Press, 07/27/95; Reuter, 07/12/95, 07/23/95, 07/26/95, 07/28/95; Notimex, 07/17/95, 07/25/95,
07/27/95, 07/28/95; Agence France-Presse, 07/12/95, 07/17/95, 07/22/95, 07/24/95, 07/25/95, 07/27/95,
07/29/95)
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